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Obituary

George Raymond Wilson Jr. passed from this life to his heavenly home on
September 20, 2023-just over a month shy of his 96th birthday.

Born the son and grandson of preachers, George felt the call to give his
life to missions after a visit from a missionary to China at his father’s
church when he was 12. His resolve—his call—to serve in China was
further strengthened when he was 14 and attended a WMU camp where a

nurse who had been serving in China spoke about the great need there.

The Lord faithfully prepared George for his life of service, although not in
the way that he might have expected. When he was 14 his father left his
pastorate and was sent overseas as a chaplain in the US Army and the
family lost their home at the church parsonage. His mother found work at
a nearby air force base so that they would have living quarters. George

became the one “in charge” of his three younger siblings.

After graduation from Tucson High School he attended Oregon State
University as part of a program to train engineers for the war. Only
months later, the war ended, the project was discontinued, and George, a
member of the Reserve was called to service. He served in the United
States Air Force as a chaplain’s assistant in Imagawa, Japan until he was
able to return to the US after his father helped him enroll in Oklahoma
Baptist University where, in the spring of 1947 he began his studies in

music and religious education.

That summer he met his future wife Beth—
Elizabeth Schreiber—in a music harmony class.
She too, had given her life to missions. He said of

her, “I spent the next 60 years of my life with

Beth. Beth’s will for missions was in step with my

own. In my life she was my very best companion.”
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George and Beth married in 1948, but many difficult years followed—years
in which they suffered loss and privation before they realized their calling
to become missionaries. Beth had polio while pregnant with their second
child and their third child was stillborn on the day he was to be delivered;
funds were limited and jobs hard to find. Yet God provided from the start
—employment as a social worker for Beth, a track scholarship for George
and $5 jobs singing at funerals for example—just enough for them to get
by.

George later recognized the years of hardship as part of what
strengthened and prepared him for service. He said, “We cannot control
any of these things. But we have an eternal, omnipotent, all-knowing God
in charge of our lives. Our worries and our cares can be changed into

blessings and happiness.”

In 1956, while George was preparing his doctoral thesis, serving full-time
in a church and overseeing five choirs, he and Beth were also busy
meeting the requirements of the International Mission Board to receive
training as missionaries. They completed their final interviews and
training in Richmond, Virginia in December of 1956, and in January of 1957
George received his PhD - Doctor of Religious Education with Honors. By
April of that same year they were on a ship with their then three children
(their fourth born in Hong Kong), bound for Hong Kong and the greatest

adventure of their lives.

Once in Hong Kong, they joined with the other
missionaries of the Hong Kong-Macao Baptist Mission
and began their private language study. George found
joy in learning not just the Cantonese language but
also the culture—he relished the new associations
and friendships they forged—and the food! George
was ordained as a deacon in 1959 at Tsim Sha Tsui

Baptist Church, and given a Chinese Bible—his

greatest treasure, and a way to share God’s good news

in Chinese.
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George’s life was one of service. His greatest

joy was to serve in Hong Kong. Over the

years he served in many different positions,
i many of them concurrently. He was
| W committed to the work of the Hong Kong

! ; ‘- Baptist Convention and the local church.

He served at Hong Kong Baptist College; he was a trustee of Hong Kong
Baptist Hospital in its formative years. George served at Hong Kong
Baptist Theological Seminary and Asia Baptist Graduate Theological
Seminary both as professor and as president. He was advisor and mentor
to many churches, and served as interim pastor at several of them. He and
Beth also served at Tsim Sha Tsui Baptist Church’s English service which
he pastored.His most important service, wherever he was, was in

relationships. It was his desire to lead others to lead and serve.

In the United States, during three separate furlough years, George served
as visiting professor at three seminaries: Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary, Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, and Southeastern
Baptist Theological Seminary. He also taught for a year at Oklahoma
Baptist University as Professor of Religious Education. During an extended
stay in the US, to care for Beth’s aging parents, George again taught at
Southwestern—this time for five years. During this time he and Beth
served at the Chinese Chapel of Gambrell Street Baptist Church where he

pastored.

When they retired from Hong Kong in 1995 George and Beth served for 3
years—pastor and wife—at Pakuranga Chinese Baptist Church in
Auckland, New Zealand. It was the first time they served together without
other outside responsibilities. It was a slower pace, but working with the
Chinese people there—many from Hong Kong—helped bridge the move
from Hong Kong back to the United States and eased the loss of their life-

time home of Hong Kong.
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In retirement George and Beth continued to serve in Chinese churches,
and traveled across the US and Canada where George preached and
taught. He also served as pastor at Trinity Chinese Baptist Church in
Oklahoma City. They never truly retired.

After Beth’s passing in 2010, until August of 2020, George traveled to Hong
Kong often; he spent several months out of each year there and worked
with Castle Peak Baptist Church in an advisory capacity as preacher,

teacher, and mentor.

It was his greatest wish in his last years and days to return to Hong Kong.
[t was also his great joy to stay connected with those with whom he
worked and served all over the world, and who had long since become

lifelong friends.

George cherished his family members and was proud of their
accomplishments. He leaves behind his children: Sarah Clark of Houston,
Denise Cottrill and husband Eric of Tulsa, George Wilson Ill and wife Pat of
Norman, and Dale Wilson and wife Snow of New York City; his
grandchildren, Erin Clark, Maureen Clark Culbreath and husband John,
Bailey Cotttrill Farrell and husband Luke, Dayton Cottrill Schaefer and
husband Matt, Sean Clark, Andre Wilson, Chloe Wilson, and Ethan Wilson;
and his great grandchildren, Max, Charlee, Ellie, Lilly Claire, Perry, Patton,
Dylan, and Parker.

He is also survived by sister Sara Davis and
husband Bill, brother Clifford and wife
Emmalyn, and numerous nephews and
nieces, as well as a host of friends worldwide.
He was preceded in death by wife Beth, his
sister Blodwen Henry, parents George Wilson

Sr and wife Blodwen, and parents-in-law

August Schreiber and wife Bessie.
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A service to celebrate George’s life will be held October 20 at 2 p.m. at
First Baptist Church, 211 West Comanche, Norman, OK. The service will be

live-streamed by the church and available for later viewing.

In lieu of flowers or gifts, the family requests those who wish to express
sympathy to consider making a donation to the George R. Wilson Jr.

Memorial Fund established by his family (with the technical help of Castle

Peak Baptist Church), to be used for support of the gospel at work in Hong
Kong and Asia.

[ https://www.paypal.com/paypalme/georgewilsonjunior | Please include

7 The secure PayPal link is: George R Wilson Jr Memorial Fund
7 your name and address in the PayPal comments so that the family may
7 thank you directly.
The family of George Wilson would like to thank the staff of Brookdale
Norman and of Traditions Hospice. Special thanks go to Dr. Wai Yee Wan
for her many years of support for George and for her provision of a way
for George’s friends and students to connect with him from across the

globe via video calls she organized each week.
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ASIA BAPTIST GRADUATE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Philippines Office: Hong Keng Office:

Fhiippine Baptist Flaf C& D, 4'" Aoor, Wai Fat Building
Theological Seminary #4-102 Hak Po Streat, Monghkok
PO, Box 7. Baguio Ciby 2400 korwdoon, Hong Eong

Fhilippines Phone: (B852) 2749 1071

FaX/Phaore: [0&3] [F4] 442-32%4 Wabsite: wwow.abgts.ong
E-mail: abois@obts neioh

Oclober 5, 2023

Dwar ABGTS family, colleagues, and friands:
Greelings of Peace to all!

This is to sadly announca that ona of the pillars of our Graduate Seminary, the Asia Baplist Graduate
Theological Seminary (ABGTS), departed from his earihly home. Dr. George Raymond Wilson, Jr.
“passed from this life fo his heavenly hame on Seplembear 20, 2023—just over a month shy of his 96th
birthday.” A “Celabration of Life® service will be hald on Ociober 20, 2023 at 2:00p.m. al First Bapfist
Church, 211 Wesl Comancha, Morman, OK. The servica will be live-sireamed by the church.

Tha ABGTS family—the Board of Trustess, administration, facully and staff, and students, sincaraly
axpress desp sympathy to the antire family for the demise of a beloved father, a brothar, a menior and
colleagua, Dr. Wilson. May the peace and loving comfor of God the Father be upon his family and lowved
anas in this bime of Sorow.

Dr. George Wilson was greally remembered as a faithful supporier and ministry pariner of ABGTS. He
sarved as facully of the ABGTS-Hong Kong Baptlist Thealogical Seminary and consistantly a mamber of
ihe ABGTS Board of Trusteas, reprasenting the Hong Kong Baptist Thaological Seminary, baginning in
1964, In the Board he held various offices including being a Chairman of the Board. Ha was electad
ABGTS Prasident in 1387 until 1993,

ABGTS is truly grateful to Dr. Wilson, for his life and the impact he made in the journay of ABGTS. His
heari for ABGTS was marked by establishing the "Dr. George Wilson, Jr. Theological Education
Davelopment Fund in yeaar 2017, This Endowmant in his name aims o facilitate the developmant of
facilities and faculty of the partnar seminaries of ABGTS. May his legacy in theological educalion and in
the Chrisfian community be ving tastimony o each one.

As we fold this gift of life endowed Lo this servant of God, we shoul "thank you, Or. Wilson®. May your soul
rast in peace and enjoy your heavenly dwelling in the presance of our Crealor and Saviour, Jesus Christ!

Sinceraly,

Graham B. Walkaer, Jr.

Prasident, ABGTS

Professor of Theology and Philosophy
John and Juka Zellars Chair of Theology
Mercar University

Chaiwal Chawmuangman
Chairman of the Board, ABGTS
President, Thailand Baptist Theological Seminary
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Graham B. Walker, Jr.

President, ABGTS

Professor of Theology and Philosophy

John and Julia Zellars Chair of Theology Mercer University

Chaiwat Chawmuangman
Chairman of the Board, ABGTS
President, Thailand Baptist Theological Seminary
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1. INTRODUCTION

A. When | was in HK, start to study Cantonese

* how parents B4 ; IB1RE R » RIHURES

* One has a name . &R—, exchange views.

- Some names are very good : E5&we have several

« Stephen. Wants him to be Christian.

- | got names for my children : & (Not¥2 Ik, but&IE) ; Son:{&E5% » {EE
- mysel: 238 ( N#)  EEWNE - M5 | GEO0EMEE)

B. Names: parents expectations to their children.
Most are our expectations of our own

IR

/

C. 1 wish my children to have sense of self.
(1) just like Jesus has a sense of self, then he can move forward.
‘BREECERMERE  XERIMAEE" OHET 13:3

(2) Also like Jesus, to grow in balance
“ERERRVE BB & > HMASZMEID > B—ENER o7 HRINfEE2:52

(3) Want them to grow up, and learn humility.

(4) When they grow up, can embrace both success and failures.
- life has peaks and troughs.
+ We can take both.

Il. The SCRIPTURE about father and son:
FMRPIERIREY » AEER LR @ AR TER o 1 HEFS3:21
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B E BT L (infuriating)
-IEYF B WE SR MEE K (picky.)
BRI SRS AR 5E (insulting words) \\
-FE4F{m 0 (favoritism) I \ X

-BEB A& A ZIPHAZE (too high expectation) / ///

-IBYFREAE 52 Z & {E (depreciate their value)
ERMESMMETER > BE - BEBE ~ I FEEFEXK ©

B. Children are excellent observers and poor evaluators. They may
not know what the parents are going thro'

C.These are what we should do:
(1)FEHRsp B VR A

(2) communication: patient listening and opportunity to talk.

(3) unconditional love and room to grow. MEHRMABIENEF... |
LBEFRE4:14-16

(4)the greatest gift of father to their e
/ children, is to love their mother. ﬁ%m&

(5)yet: another greatest gift. Is the X T

0ol vl :
Christian faith. v A v a_y:ﬁ%%&fﬁﬁ

~ “BERRE, EMEETHE, REIEM ;Wm S

| / A fmEE o7 5226 %’@h %%"&%&-
#~— lIL.CONCLUSION Jj‘;‘ﬁﬁ%{:% ‘"@_%’

| / The whole scripture, is about Q@J@%‘“ﬁ;@ﬂ
/ relationship. The gifts, at the core, mm’iﬁbnéww
/ at the base. Wg@;;%&
Very active communication. Not passive s % [ Se )

prohibitive commandment: 3‘:‘\“};’" m W

RPERLE > BEIEBURS B e . ol

SEFRERN o [ELZHRE > FIRT .
e R i A N XY 5o
# o ARFIERIN » FEERUNE » R K%@w "Mﬁﬁﬁﬁ
BRRE MRS E St o7 4, -
LUBFRE6:1-4
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Thank you for your message and sorry to hear that our respectful Dr. G. Willson has gone ba?:? @ /
to our heavenly Father’s arms. | have very fond memories of my encounters with Dr. Wilson in it
particular relating to the Baptist Seminary development.

1.1 called himin 1992 after the architect R. Lu told me that Dr. Willson wanted to redevelop the
old campus in Homantin before he retired.

2. He was very nice when he talked to me even though he did not know me well at that time. He
was very open to the ides of having other potential partners. He had Mr. Stanley Ho in hand at that
time.

3.larranged a meeting for Dr. Wilson and the chairman of Sun Hung Kai, the late Mr. Walter
Kwok. We had a very nice and open talk as Dr. Willson and Mr. Walter Kwok both liked the project.

4. After working for a few months preparing the proposal and cost estimation, | submitted the
tender to the Seminary. A few days later, Dr. Wilson called me and said we got the agreement.

5. | started to prepare the sale and purchase agreement and found out that the land was held by
the foreign mission board. To this , Dr. Wilson said they would:
Give the land to Baptist Convention. So he convinced the people of the foreign mission board .

6. With the help of Dr.Wilson, we finished the deed of gift transfer in about 3 weeks. It would take
years if Dr Wilson had not involved in the persuasion.

7.From 1992 to 1995, | met him quite often in the Seminary reporting to him the progress of
work. He was so patient and kind even work had not started yet.

Please bring me and my wife’s condolences to his family. The Seminary development would not be so
successful if God had not put Dr. Wilson in that position. His smiles are always in my memory.
So Wing Kin
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